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Established in 1926 as part of first federal highway system

Shortest, all-weather highway connecting industrial Midwest to
burgeoning west coast

2,400 miles long (85% still drivable)

Eight states  (approx. 60 counties)

Decommissioned in 1985

Over 3,000 historic properties (est.)

Route 66 



Route 66           
in New Mexico



Early, strong promotional efforts
- U.S. Highway 66 Association

Route 66 and Tourism

Moderador
Notas de la presentación
The U.S. Highway 66 Association Its purpose was to get U.S. Highway 66 paved from end to end and to promote tourism on the highway. It eventually disbanded in 1976. 



Tourism route 
- National Parks 
- Southwest 
- Disneyland
- Hollywood

Route 66 and Tourism

Moderador
Notas de la presentación
Conduit for tourism. Now a destination unto itself, but still a conduit for destinations off the route.



European/International fascination, 
generated through the Arts

- literature
- film
- music
- television

Route 66 and Tourism

Moderador
Notas de la presentación
Conduit for tourism



Route 66 Corridor Preservation Program

1985 – Route 66 decommissioned

1994 – Route 66 Special Resources Study

1999 – Congress passes Route 66 Corridor
Preservation Act

2001 – National Park Service preservation 
program established



Route 66 Corridor Preservation Program

Mission Statement:

The National Park Service, Route 66 Corridor 
Preservation Program collaborates with partners 
to provide funding, technical assistance, and 
education towards the long-term preservation of 
the most representative and significant historic 
resources of the Route 66 corridor.

Moderador
Notas de la presentación
Program is very focused on historic preservation, but of course tourism is a key component of sustaining preservation efforts, and we work closely with scenic byways and other tourism efforts to support respective efforts.



Route 66 Corridor Preservation Program

“The Secretary of Interior shall assist in the preservation
of the Route 66 corridor in a manner that is consistent 
with the idiosyncratic nature of the Route 66 corridor”

Moderador
Notas de la presentación
But really its about preserving and celebrating what is unique in each community.



Route 66 Corridor Preservation Programners 
including:Partners

 Private/business owners 
 Route 66 Associations
 Local governments
 Departments of Transportation/FHWA
 State Historic Preservation Offices
 Preservation organizations
 Scenic Byway programs
 Mainstreet programs
 Educational institutions
 Legislators

Moderador
Notas de la presentación
We are a small part of the overall efforts, which are led and sustained by the owners and stakeholders of the route including…. We are only enabled to do our work through the interest of our



Historic

Case Study
Rock Cafe - Stroud, Oklahoma

Recipient/Partners: Private owner, NPS
Amount: $32,000 NPS, $32,000 local match

Moderador
Notas de la presentación
Case studies of how communities have developed new tourist attractions using their historic buildings as a foundation.
Stroud – Population 2,500



Before



After





Fire Damage



Historic

Case Study
Palms Grill – Atlanta, Illinois

Recipient/Partners: City of Atlanta, Illinois
Amount: $150,000 NPS, $300,000 match
Project: Restoration

Moderador
Notas de la presentación
Atlanta population: 1,600



Before



Before



During



During



During



After



Bunyon Statue



Route 66 Pocket Park

Moderador
Notas de la presentación
Picnics, interp., Focus of festivals



Grain Elevator



Water Tower





Case Study
Joliet, Illinois

Moderador
Notas de la presentación
Population 100,000. City initiative









Case Study
Lexington, Illinois

Moderador
Notas de la presentación
Lexington population – 1,900









Before

After

Case Study
Magnolia Station – Vega, Texas

Recipient/Partners: City of Vega, NPS
Amount: $50,000 NPS, $50,000 local match

Moderador
Notas de la presentación
Vega-population 1,000. Latte effect. Geocaching is a high-tech treasure hunting game played throughout the world by adventure seekers equipped with GPS devices. The basic idea is to locate hidden containers, called geocaches, outdoors and then share your experiences online. Geocaching is enjoyed by people from all age groups, with a strong sense of community and support for the environment. 





Before

After

Case Study
Standard Oil Station - Odell, Illinois

Recipient/Partners: Village of Odell, Illinois Route 66 Association, Hampton Inn Corp.
Amount: $10,000 NPS, $10,000 local match

Moderador
Notas de la presentación
Odell population – 1,000



Case Study
Ambler’s Texaco - Dwight, Illinois

Recipient/Partners: Owner, Village of Dwight, Illinois Route 66 Association, NPS
Cost: $10,000 NPS, $10,000 local match

Moderador
Notas de la presentación
Dwight population – 4,300







Case Study
Conoco Station – Shamrock, Texas

Recipient/Partners: City of Shamrock, Texas Transportation Enhancements
Cost: $1.7 million TXDOT, 20 % local match

Moderador
Notas de la presentación
Shamrock population – 2,000



International Recognition:
World Monuments 2008 Site Watch List

Moderador
Notas de la presentación
Example of growing importance and understanding of our highway heritage as embodied by Route 66…listing by WMF. One result is Economic Impact study



National Recognition:
America’s 11-Most Endangered Historic Places



Moderador
Notas de la presentación
Reason I bring this up is other communities and states focused on gas stations etc., but NM ha special opportunity in its motels.



National Park Service
Route 66 Corridor Preservation Program

Contact information:

Website:
www.nps.gov/history/rt66

Email:
kaisa_barthuli@nps.gov

Phone: 
505-988-6701
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